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Melvin Konner shows
that nothing in
childhood makes sense
except in the light of
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tome entitled The
Evolution of Childhood:
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Mind, Melvin Konner is
an eminent
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anthropologist whose
own major fieldwork
was conducted among
the !Kung San in
Botswana
approximately 40 years
ago, but his ambitious
goal in this book is to
review an
extraordinarily broad
range of original
sources to elucidate
the evolution first of
life, then of mammals,
primates, hominids,
the genus Homo, and
finally Homo sapiens.
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the more likely children
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disciplines in and out of
anthropology with
varied theories and
data, sitting around a
table, who all care
about understanding
mind, emotion, and
relationships. The
Evolution of Childhood
is a terrific, major
contribution to this
ongoing conversation
about human
development in
anthropology.”
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The Evolution of
Childhood:
Relationships, Emotion,
Mind. In our love of
those we learn from,
we find our way as
individuals and as a
species. Never before
has this intersection of
the biology and
psychology of
childhood been so
brilliantly described.
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The Evolution of
Childhood is a difficult
read for the non-
professional (like
myself) but there is
plenty of great
information inside. I
continue to be
impressed by Konner's
encyclopedic
knowledge of his
subjects and amazed
by the sheer volume
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range of human
evolutionary history,
Konner tells the story
of how cross-cultural
and universal ...
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range of human
evolutionary history,
Melvin Konner tells the
compelling and
complex story of how
cross-cultural and
universal
characteristics of our
growth from infancy to
adolescence became
rooted in genetically
inherited
characteristics of the
human brain.
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Emotion, Mind ...
Nevertheless, hunter-
gatherer men are some
of the most involved
fathers in the world. In
one analysis of cross-
cultural data,
researchers found that
in 68% of the societies
sampled, the death of
a father had no impact
on his children’s
survival. In general,
grandmothers were
more important (Sear
and Mace 2008).
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Childhood:
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Mind by Melvin Konner.
This book is an
intellectual tour de
force: a comprehensive
Darwinian
interpretation of
human development.
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Never before has this
intersection of the
biology and psychology
of childhood been so
brilliantly described.
“Nothing in biology
makes sense except in
the light of evolution,”
wrote Dobzhansky. In
this remarkable book,
Melvin Konner shows
that nothing in
childhood makes sense
except in the light of
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mothers share
children’s care and a
broad set of early child
relationships is ...
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